
 

Preparing to import goods 
during the 2020–21 BMSB 
season 
June 2020 

In response to the rapid expansion of Brown marmorated stink bug (BMSB) throughout Europe and North 
America, the Department of Agriculture, Water and the Environment (the department) wishes to 
reinforce the seasonal measures that have been taken to manage risk of BMSB from arriving in Australia for 
the 2020–21 BMSB risk season. 

Heightened biosecurity measures will apply to: 

• certain goods manufactured in, or shipped from target risk countries, and/or 
• vessels that berth at, load or tranship from target risk countries, 

from 1 September 2020 and that arrive in Australian territory by 31 May 2021 (inclusive). You must 
comply with these measures for vessels and goods during the BMSB risk season. 

Check if your goods need to comply with the seasonal measures 

• Will the goods be shipped between 1 September 2020 and 30 April 2021 (inclusive), and 
arrive in Australian territory by 31 May 2021 (inclusive)? 

• Will the goods be shipped as sea cargo? 
• Have the goods been manufactured in, or shipped from, a target risk country? 
• Are the goods categorised as target high risk or target risk goods? 

If you answer yes to all the above questions, then BMSB seasonal measures will apply to your goods. The 
same conditions will apply for both new and used goods. 

Do the seasonal measures apply to my goods? 
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Do your goods require mandatory offshore treatment? 

• Are the goods categorised as target high risk goods? 
• Are the goods shipped as break bulk, in open top, or on flat rack containers? 
• Will the goods be shipped between 1 September 2020 and 30 April 2021 (inclusive)? 
• Have the goods been manufactured in, or being shipped from a target risk country? 

If you have answered yes to all questions, the goods must be treated offshore by an approved offshore BMSB 
treatment provider prior to arrival, otherwise they will be denied discharge and directed for export on arrival. 

Check if your goods require treatment under the seasonal measures 

 

Containerised cargo arriving in sealed six hard sided containers with target high risk goods can be treated offshore, 
or onshore at the container level. Industry are strongly encouraged to have their target high risk goods treated 
offshore and by an approved provider (where possible) prior to arrival into Australian territory to minimise 
clearance delays and associated industry costs that may be incurred for onshore treatment. Deconsolidation or 
removal of goods will not be permitted prior to onshore treatment. 

Offshore treatment 
If you have determined your goods require mandatory offshore treatment and the treatments are being conducted 
in a target risk country the treatment must be conducted by an approved Offshore BMSB Treatment Provider. 
If the treatments are being conducted in a non-target risk country the treatment is not required to be treated by an 
approved treatment provider, though must be conducted in accordance with the department’s treatment rate 
and options and methodologies. 

For an effective BMSB treatment to be conducted offshore or onshore, goods must be presented in a manner that 
allows the heat or fumigant to reach all external and internal surfaces of the goods accessible to BMSB. 

The key factors that affect the suitability of goods for treatment are free airspace/load capacity and plastic 
wrapping. If goods are not presented in a manner that allows for effective treatment, the goods must be adjusted to 
ensure they are suitable, or the treatment cannot be conducted. For further guidance on conducting effective 
BMSB treatments see the Guidance for conducting BMSB Treatments webpage. 

If the goods requiring treatment are plastic wrapped, the plastic wrapping must be slashed or adjusted to allow 
adequate access for the fumigant or heat to penetrate the goods for the treatment to be effective. 

Further information on guidance for conducting BMSB treatments can be found on the Guidance for conducting 
BMSB Treatments webpage. Further information on treatment methodologies can be found on the Standards and 
documents for biosecurity treatments webpage. 
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Post Treatment window of 120 hours 
A post treatment window applies to goods after they have been treated offshore. Goods must either be loaded 
into a container and sealed, or loaded onto a vessel for export from the target risk country within the defined 
timeframe of 120 hours. It is important that all goods are managed to prevent re-contamination or cross 
contamination post treatment. Goods treated on or after 1 December 2020 have been recognised as having lower 
risk of re-infestation and are not subject to the post treatment window requirement of 120 hours. 

Documentary and evidence requirements 

BMSB sealing declarations 

This document can be used to demonstrate that goods were sealed inside a container prior to 1 September 2020 
or after treatment. This document is required where: 

• goods were containerised prior to 1 September but shipped after this date, or 
• the bill of lading does not state the shipped on board date, or 
• goods were sealed inside a container within 120 hours of treatment occurring offshore. 

BMSB 120 hour tranship/transit declarations by road and by sea 

These documents can be used to demonstrate the amount of time break bulk, open top or flat rack containers 
subject to BMSB measures spent in a target risk country. These documents are required where: 

• goods were treated in a target risk country and shipped to a non-target risk country within 120 
hours of treatment, or 

• goods were treated in a non-target risk country but transhipped via a target risk country within 
120 hours of treatment, or 

• goods were shipped from a non-target risk country, transited a target risk country but did not 
spend longer than 120 hours in the target risk country. 

Who can make BMSB declarations? 

Declarations templates must be completed by either the freight forwarder, shipping company, treatment provider 
or manufacturer at the port of origin. Declarations made by Australian based importer/brokers will not be 
accepted by the department. 

Note: Container tracking information may be used as supplementary means of confirming shipped on board date 
for BMSB measures only. Container tracking information is insufficient for demonstrating when goods were sealed 
in a container. 

New, Unused and not Field Tested (NUFT) goods 
Under the 2020–21 seasonal measures, certain goods that can meet all of the New, Unused and not Field Tested 
(NUFT) criteria will not be subject to mandatory treatment. The criteria include goods being manufactured on or 
after 1 December 2020, and be classified under tariff chapters only: 82, 84, 85, 86, 87, 88 and 89, and must be 
accompanied with relevant supporting evidence. 

Exceptional circumstances for certain goods 
Under the 2020–21 seasonal measures certain goods that can meet the published exceptional circumstances 
criteria will not be subject to BMSB measures on arrival. Importers are required to submit their request in writing 
to the Seasonal Pests Policy Team and must receive prior approval before the goods arrive into Australian 
territory. 

Unaccompanied household goods and personal effects 
Household goods and personal effects imported as unaccompanied personal effects, and that are categorised as 
target high risk goods will not be subject to mandatory treatment requirements if they are imported under the 
B534 form. However goods that are required to be reported under a Full Import Declaration (FID), for example 
motor vehicles and motorbikes, will require mandatory BMSB treatment either offshore or onshore (if permitted).
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1800 900 090 or 
+61 3 8318 6700 (from outside Australia) 

agriculture.gov.au/bmsb 
Facebook: Australian Biosecurity 
Twitter: @DeptAgNews 

 

Shipping mixed pathways 
Target high risk goods that are shipped from a target risk country with a mix of pathways, for example, air cargo 
to a non-target risk country, and then shipped as sea cargo to Australia will still be subject to the seasonal 
measures. Goods arriving in other pathways are not subject to the measures however will be monitored for BMSB 
risk. 

Offshore Treatment Providers – Suspension 
Where detections of BMSB risk are found, and/or where we consider the treatment provider has not followed the 
treatment methodology, they may be suspended and/or subject to increased intervention. The department will 
publish relevant suspension information and what this means for goods that have been treated offshore on the 
offshore BMSB treatment providers webpage and through Industry Advice Notices. 

Treating for both commodity and BMSB 
If your consignment has goods that require treatment for both commodity and BMSB risk, you may be able to treat 
the goods at the highest rate to meet both requirements. To meet the requirements for offshore treatment, the 
treatment provider must be registered under the Offshore BMSB treatment providers scheme and you must 
still provide treatment certificates (and phytosanitary certificates if required) as evidence the treatment has been 
completed. 

Appropriate treatment space when packing containers 
Consideration must be given to ensure containers are packed in a manner that will enable effective 
offshore/onshore treatment. Containers not able to be treated onshore (either as FCL or under a class 4.7 
approved arrangement) will be subject to re-export. Treatment methodologies can be found on the Offshore 
BMSB treatment providers scheme webpage. 

See.Secure.Report. 
Seen something unusual? Report it, even if you’re not sure. Pests and diseases can spread quickly over large 
distances so it’s essential that you report what you find as soon as possible. If you see something that could have 
entered Australia with imported goods, secure the goods and report it on 1800 798 636 or complete the online 
form. 

Further information 

Industry Advice Notices 

We provide information on changes to import requirements, including updates on Brown marmorated stink bug 
seasonal measures, through our Import Industry Advice Notices. 

Website 

For further information regarding preparing to import your goods during the 2020–21 BMSB season, visit the 
BMSB seasonal measures webpage agriculture.gov.au/bmsb 


